Jean M. Priddy Lake Catholic High School 216.951.0077 


* LITHUANIA BEGINS CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION OF RADIOACTIVE METAL 

VILNIUS, September 1, BNS - The dangerous metal found Monday near Panevezys is an 
amalgam of wolfram and radioactive thorium. Vilnius physicists determined that this rare metallic 
alloy is sometimes used in nuclear reactors. In Lithuania, however, this combination of metals is 
not used, so it is presumed that the material was brought into the country. A criminal 
investigation has been initiated in connection with the find. As of yet no one has been charged 
with the crime, but prosecutors say they have suspects. If it can be proved that those involved 
intentionally contaminated the soil, they will face up to one year imprisonment. After all of the 
metal had been excavated, radioactivity at the site still reached 50 microroentgens an hour, 
whereas 10 microroentgens is considered a safe level. For this reason additional 


decontamination measures will be carried out at the site. 


+ FIRST LITHUANIAN GERMAN CHOIR FESTIVAL HELD IN VILNIUS 

VILNIUS, August 25, ELTA - The first festival of 14 Lithuanian German choirs was held on 
Friday at the Youth Theater in Vilnius. The choirs represented twelve German societies from 
various Lithuanian cities and towns. The festival was financed by Germany's Embassy to 


Lithuania. 


* BALTIC PEACEKEEPING BATALLION RECRUITS FORCES 

VILNIUS, August 25, ELTA - Lithuania's National Defence Ministry is next month expected to 
announce a competition for those willing to join the 138-strong Lithuanian company of the Baltic 
peacekeeping batallion (BALTBAT). In the Ruchla training center, 138 Lithuanian privates would 
be trained by military professionals from the United Kingdom and Nordic states, as well as local 
officers and non-commissioned officers, Lithuania's representative, Secretary Valdemaras 
Sarapinas told ELTA. Training of units from all three Baltic states is expected to be completed by 


next April. 
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